L2 Clark County, Washington

PART VI

Livestock, Dairying and Poultry

“General Importance

Dairying and poultry farming are the major acricultural activities in
Clark County, In the 1954 Census of Agriculiure, dairy farms numbered 617 and
poultry, 220. Clark was fourth among Washin ton counties in numbers of dairy
farms anc seventh in poultry farms, About 209 farms raised livestoek other
than dairy cnimals and poultry, A total of 1,037 or about 25 percent of all.
the farms depended mainly on. livestock and noultry for the major part of their
“income, The value of all animals and animal products marketed by farmers in
1954 was $6,068,100 compared with $2,221,600 received for all crops, Livestock *
farmers receive over two~thirds of all the gross receipts for farm products,
Dairy products alone made up over 39 percent of farm commercial sales in 195l
Clark renizs fifth in the state in total value of whole miik and butterfat sold

and its poultry szles rank seventh,

Total Value of Clark County Livestocks $L,L838,701
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Figure 1l,~ Value of Livestogk on Farms
Clark.County, 1950,
(Based on U.S, Census, Agriculture)
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Livestocl: Trends

Measured by number and type of animals, livestock raising has changed cone
siderably since 1920, The value of livestock has become greater and general
increases have been made in dairy and beef cattle, sheep and chickens, As part
of the Portland milkshed with an expanding fluid milk consumer market, dairying
has grown greatly since 1939, The cattle population reached new highs by 1956
and values compared with 1920 are nearly four times greater. The total estie
mated value of cattle on farms was about wu,SO0,000 in 1954, Cattle on farms
increased from 29,600 head in 1939 to 41,000 in 1956, Beef cattle have ine
ereased on livestock farms since 1939. The chicken popula tion reached peaks
of nearly 2h0,000 birds in World War II :‘ears, then leveled off to about an
average of 200,000 birds, Turkeys have declined from war-time years, With
the excention of sheep, other animals~-hogs, horses, rules and goats--have been
reduced below 1939 figures, .

Cattle: Dairy and Beef Farming

Dairy and beef cattle are major sources of farm income in Clark County,
The cattle pooulation ranks twelfth in Washington., Cattle are kept on 3,185
farms-~~over tliree~fourths of all farms in the county., In the last Census,
cattle made up 82 percent of the value of 211 livestock, Dairy cattle reached
a peak number of 31,000 head in 19Lkh, when fluid nilk markets in the lower Co=
lumbia and Puget Sound areas were at a high~demand point, With consistently

high beei prices during World VWar [l and the Korean conflict, beef animals have
increased, High levels of employment in recent years have caused many parte
time farmers to abandon small dalry herds for beef stock which require less
labor than handling dairy stock, Clark has coatinued to hold the pesition of
fifth in Washington dairying, because of 'its location near Portland, In recent
years about 1,000 producers have been. selling whole milk and cream, with total
sales gr0831nﬁ about 3,250 000 jper year,: Sales of live cattle and calves were
made by about 1,500 farms in 1954 with a gross refurn of nearly $1,000,000,

Most of the cattle are in the western half of the eounty in the lower
terraces above flood level of the Columbia and Lewis River Valleys. Major
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catile districts are the East Fork Va.L.LBy of the lLewis IT.ILVBI', Cedar Creeic Vailey

, Table 28,~ Dairy Products Sold From Farms
Clark County, 1920195,

~—

Whole ilkk Sold Crezm Soid Butter Sold

Year From 'amms From Farns From Farms
(pounds) (dollars) || (pounds) | (dollars) | (pounds) | (dollars)

1020 f112,8L0;360 - 1,320,667 -- 57,881 17,36h
1929 || L735h9,2L5 | 51, oso 500 | 650,24l | 318,620 | 7,961 3,821
1939 62 661,550 | 1, 880,h3o 560,015 22&,000 11,147 3,341
1900 7952613368 30408350 | 107,327 | 53,660 || . 5,132 2,566
1949 |1 79,729,623 1 3,460,293 138,43k 85,509 e ~
195k 78,639,h57 2h2 173 147,139 8l,267 - -
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and the Columbia River benchlands surrounding la Center and Ridgefield, This

northwestern Clerk County dairy belt contains about 13,500 nead of catile of

which about ¢,000 head are dairy catile.: Beef and dairy herds as an average

gre small, ranging from 5 to 20 heac per farm, The Salmon Creek Valley, between .
Battle Ground and Vancouver, is an another intensive area, containing 5,830 head

distrituted over 405 farms, average herd size being 12 head, A second major
area is the farming region surrounding Vamcouver, Within a ten mile radius of - R
‘Vancouver there are about 9,000 cattle of which 3,200 are milk cows, Dairy

. “herds terd to be small with most farms. having less than five milk cows, The

.- .Camas«iiashougal Valley area in the' southeastern corner of Clark County. contains
“about: 8,400 head of cattls of which 2,600 are milk cows, Herds in this area
‘are larger, svercging about 15 head per. farn, The upper Lewis River Valley in
. the northeastern foothill area.surrounding Yacolt hes 3,500 cattle on 225 farms,

Here the nain emwhasis is on beef cattle because of remoteness from dairy mar-
kets and marticivation by farmers in part-time work, :

Table 29, Livestock Mumbers on Farms
Clark County, 193 ~1956,

~January 1 Rumbers on larms
Year | A1l Cattle| Beef Cattle | Dairy Cattle
X (head) (head) -(head)

1939 29,600 T 2,700 | 26,900
19401 30,200 3,100 - 27,100
941§ 30,700, || 1,700 29,000
9k2 | 31,500 - 1,300 30,200 ‘ J -
L3 | 32,500 . 2,200 303300
1okl | 33,000 2,000 31,000 .
1945 33,200 2,500 30,700
19L6 | 30,300 1,500 23,800
19471 30,000 || 3,000 27,000
19481 30,000 l;, 000 26,000
ko | 31,500 || . k4,800 - 26,700
19501 31,900 . L,700 27,200
1951 32,000 .| - 5,300 26,700
19521 32,100 7,800 2L, 300
1953 | 36,600 || 10,300 | . 26,300
1954 | 38,L00 12,000 || = 26,kLoo
1955 | 40,600 1,100 ° 26,500
1956 | 11,000 13,700 27,300

Source: U.S,D.A., AMS, Estimates Division
Co State of Washington’

Peultry Farming: Chickens, Eoee, Turkeys, Ducks snd Geese

Clark is the sixth ranking poultry county of lashingten, In dollar value
of products sold from farms, poultry raising is the second major type of
farming, Sales of eggs, broilers, other meat chiclkens, turkeys and other
poultry returned an estimsted $1,625,140 to Clark Counbty farmers in 195k

)
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Table 30,« Chickens, Egg Production cnd Turkeys

Clark County, 193¢ ~195l,

Yoo Chickens Egg_Production | Turleys Raised
eer ™ Tbirds) {dozens) {birds)

19391 228,929 | 2,370,226 1,916
294k | 239,728 | 2;Lok,128 139;198
19h9 | 185,968 | 1,545,976 1/ 110,k21,
195k © 211,175 | 1,824,477 I/ 75,5Lk

"1/ Includes eggs sold only, not embire »rodiotion,

Source: U,S, Census, Agricultggg.

Commercial egg production is the most valuable nart of the poultry ine
dustry, About 1,025,000 dozen were produced in 1951 by 825 producers, The
nunber of chickens lept on hand for egg production has ranged between 240,000,
a World tar IT peal in 1945, to about 211,000 in recent years. Production of
broilers (fryer chickens) is an increasing specialty directed toward sales in
the Portland metropolitan area. It now accounts for one~fourth of the pouitry
farming income, About L0 producers merleted nearly 545,000 fryers in 195k, a
volume sixth highest in the state, .

Total Value of Poultry and Poultry Products Sold
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Figure 12,~ Divisions of Clark County Poultry Industry
By Produets Scld off Farms in 19%5hL,
(Based on U,S, Census, Agriculture,)
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war over 110,000 turkeys were raised for market each year, By 1954 production
was down to about 75,000 birde. Host of the turkeys ralsed are heavy hreeds
for the holldaw marlet About 75 farms produced meat turkeys and 30 Specialized

s
productlon of ducks snd geese, About 125 farms Peeu farm flocks of ducks and
geese, . 199, there were 1,3 50 ducks and 1,050 geese raised for the nearby

urban markets,

Clark County poultry raising is widely distributed over all the farmlands,
Areas of gresiest concentration are the Brush Prairie~Orchards district and
Salmen Creel: Valley to the immediate north of Vancouver, the Battle Ground dise
triet, the lashougal Valley and the LaCamas Lake district, Small farm flocks
. are numerous and a considerable amount of the industry is on a part-tlme farming
basl : . v

Hops ,

Glaxk County is one of the 1mportanb areas of Washington in the ralslng
and marketing of hogs, It ranked eighth in' the stote in 1954 with 1,200 hogs
.on 642-farms, Swine were sold from only 2L3 farms indicating that a.majority
of farms keep hogs for home meat consumption, Interest in raising hogs has
been steady in recent years, with only a slight decrease since 1939, The Camas
area and the farmlands near Vancouver have the sreatest number of swine. There
are a few feeder operstions which are using food wastes from the cities, Hogs .
as a sideline of deiry farming, using slkim milk for feed, have been less im-
portant uwlth the trend toward grade A milk nroduction, In 1920 there were
12,500 swine in Clark County, over two~thirds more than in 195l

Table 31,= Hogs, Sheep, Horses and Mules
Clark County, 191:0-195L.

Census | Hogs [ Sheep | Horses and lules
Yaar | (head) ! {(head) (head)
19h0 |1 5,10L | 2,602 b, 03
1ohs | 3;717 1,h58 35039
1950, [3;7h5 { 4e22k || - 1,908
1954 | Ly205 | 5,614 1,oh7
Source: U,S, Census, Agrzculture.

Horses and Mrles

Horses and mules for farm-work and trapsportation have decreased in the
last 30 years, being replaced by tractors, trucks and other machines., There
were 5,750 horses and mules in Clark County in 1920 but the Census found only
1,047 he d in 195h, Host of the present horses are used for riding., Work or )
draft horses have become uncommon, ' Only 90 farnus were using horses for farm
worle power by 1955, Horses are kept by about 500 forms-and one to three animels
per farm is the average, Only 26 farms a year nornally sell herses, and only :
41 head ware sold durlng 195k, Horses are.evenly distriluted throughout the
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county but are pooular on farus on the outs!-irts of Vancouver and Camas,

Salmon Creek Valley north of Vancouver has the lergest nunber, about 322 head
on 250 ferms,

Sheep

Sheep have goue up fram 2,602 head to 5,61l between 1939 and 1954, This
im In contrast to a general deoreasing trend of raising.shesp in the state.
CYark 15 second behind San Juan County in western Washington and ranks twelfth
in the entire state in sheep mumbers, In 1939 there were 105 farms keeping
sheep, but by 1954 a total of 15k places had flockss In 195k about 3,255
sheep and lembs were sold from 100 farms for a return of $45,800, There were
31,000 pounds of wool shorn in 195k compared with 17,300 pounds in 19394
o

Sheep have become popular on general farms and on tree fruit and poultry
farms a8 2 sideline, They are efficient users of hilly pasture in western
Clark County. As a rule farm flocks are grazed within fenced pastures, avers
aging about 36 head each, The terrace lands about Ridgefield, La Center and
Salmon Creelk form the main sheep raising belt, There are about 2,400 head in
this section distributed over 3L farms and averaging 70 head per flock, The
Washougal Valley and La Camas Leke district near Camas and Washougal is another
Important sheep area, containing 25 farms vwhich rzise a total of about 630
head, Sheep are common in all the upper portions of the Lewis River Valley,

Goats, Hebbits and Iur Animals

Clark Countr is an important area in s-ecialized animal industries.
Ciark is fourth in the state in numbers of farms lieeping goats and ie sixth
in total numbers of these animals, The nost recent Census on domestic rabbits
and fur bearing animals was in 1950, This placed the county fourth in mumber
of farms raising rabbits and fifth in fur-farming operations, The raising of
goats as a sideline is on a dowrmward trend in Clark County as well as over the
state in general, Dairy breeds of goats are now kept on less than 150 farms
compared with about 550 in 1950, The goat population, however, is greater,
being 546 head in 1955 compared with L12 in 1950, Rabbits are the most popular
small animals, bein: kept on over 40O farms, A few rabbitries sell meat anie
mals in the Portland marlet, Fur farming has been on an increase particularly
in ranch mink, Commercisl and part-time farms which sell small animals and
their procucts muiber about 100 and their total gross sales amounted to over
$16,000 per year vhen last enumerated in 19L9,

Bees and Honey

The last agricultural Census of beewkeeping in Washington in 1950 showed
that Clark County ranked first in the state in numbers of farms keeping bees
and second in total number of hives, Second to Yaldma County in bee~keeping,
Clark County contcined about 300 farms vho Leep bees, All hives in the county
mumbered over 5,000, Most of the industry, however, is on a farm~household
use basis. Bees clso are kept to provide ood pollination of fruit trees,
berry fields and clover and alfalfa seed crows, Only LS farms marketed honey
according %o the Census of 1950, Total sales amounted to about 1k,000 nounds
valued at 2,500 in 1949, A few farms vhich Leep over 10 hives and market
honey are found in the areas surrounding Ia Center, Nidgefield and Battle
Oround., ILarger operators with LO or more hives are located at Washougal and
Vaneouver,
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